[Traumatic diaphragmatic rupture].
Traumatic diaphragmatic rupture is an infrequent lesion that can result from penetrating or blunt trauma to the abdomen or chest. Early diagnosis continues to be a challenge and this type of injury is associated with high morbidity and mortality. Preoperative diagnosis is difficult and a high level of suspicion, careful scrutiny of the chest x-ray, and early surgical treatment are required for successful management. We present a case of rupture of the left hemidiaphragm that was diagnosed and treated successfully within the first few hours. We also review the literature on controversial issues in the diagnosis and treatment of this injury.